
The Act of
Remembering

Who do you see?
By Anissa Pietzyk

Instructions:

1.) Find an image that sparks your
interest.

2.) Observe it up close. From a distance.
Upside down. Whatever you need to do to
make it look like someplace memorable.

3.) Ask yourself, “Who is that?”
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P a r k s  c a n  f e e l  s o  h o l l o w  w i t h o u t  p e o p l e .  T h e y ’ r e  l i k e
p l a y g r o u n d s  f o r  m a n k i n d ,  t o  g o  r u n  a r o u n d  a n d

p r e t e n d  t o  b e  o n e  w i t h  n a t u r e  a g a i n .
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T h a t ’ s  w h a t  m a k e s  p a r k s  s u c h  a n  i n t r i g u i n g  p l a c e  t o
m e e t  p e o p l e .  I t  m u s t  b e  h u m a n  n a t u r e  t o  f a l l  i n  l o v e
w i t h  w i d e ,  o p e n  s p a c e s ,  b e c a u s e  w e  a l w a y s  s e e m  t o

f i l l  t h e m  s o  q u i c k l y .  O u r  p o p u l a t i o n  n e v e r  f a i l s  t o
g r o w  t o  f i t  i t s  c o n t a i n e r .
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I  w o u l d  c h a l l e n g e  a n y o n e  w h o  c l a i m s  t o  g e t  b o r e d  a t
t h e  p a r k  t o  a p p r o a c h  t h e  a r e a  a s  a  g a m e .  T r y  t o  f i n d

t h e  r e a s o n  p e o p l e  e n j o y  t h e  p a r k ,  a n d  y o u ’ r e  n o t
a l l o w e d  t o  l e a v e  u n t i l  y o u  d o !
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R o o f t o p s  a r e  f a n t a s t i c  p l a c e s  t o  d r a w .  T h e y  r a r e l y
h a v e  v i s i t o r s ,  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  d o  c o m e  u p  u s u a l l y

w a n t  t o  b e  a l o n e ,  a n d  w i l l  l e a v e  y o u  t o  y o u r  w o r k .  I
h a v e  n e v e r  k n o w n  a  p e r s o n  t o  c o m e  t o  a  r o o f t o p  o n

a c c i d e n t .
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B u t  s o m e t i m e s  s u r p r i s e  v i s i t o r s  a r e  m u c h  m o r e
a p p e a l i n g  t h a n  a  f a m i l i a r  f a c e .  I f  I  w a n t e d  t o  f i n d  a n
u n i n t e r e s t e d  p a i r  o f  e a r s  t o  g i v e  m y  w o r r i e s  t o ,  t h e

r o o f  o n  a  n i c e  d a y  w o u l d  b e  a  l o v e l y  p l a c e  t o  f i n d
t h e m .
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A  p o p u l a r  o v e r l o o k  i s  a  f u n  w a y  t o  m e e t  c o u p l e s ,
y o u n g  a n d  o l d .  I  a c t u a l l y  s t r u g g l e d  t o  g e t  a  p i c t u r e

w i t h o u t  a n y  p a s s e r s b y  i n  i t .  T h e  i r o n y  o f  t h i s  i s  t h a t  i n
t h e  d a r k r o o m  I  w o u l d  b e  m a n u a l l y  a d d i n g  m y  o w n

i m a g i n a r y  p a i r  i n t o  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n .
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I t ’ s  n e a r  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  f i n d  a n y o n e  n e a r  a  w i n d m i l l
e x c e p t  f o r  i t s  o w n e r s .  I  c a n ’ t  r e c o m m e n d  e n o u g h

t a k i n g  t h e  t i m e  t o  m e e t  y o u r  l o c a l  w i n d m i l l  o w n e r s .  I
h a v e  y e t  t o  m e e t  a n y  t h a t  d o n ’ t  w a n t  t o  t e l l  m e  t h e

f a s c i n a t i n g  s t o r y  o f  h o w  a n d  w h y  t h e y  o w n  a  w i n d m i l l
i n  t h e  a g e  o f  m o d e r n  m e t e o r o l o g y .
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C A M P U S
N O .  1

T r e a d i n g  t h e  s a m e  p a t h  d a y  a f t e r  d a y  c a n  b e c o m e
t i r i n g ,  b u t  t h e  c o n s t a n t l y  c h a n g i n g  w e a t h e r  a n d  w a y
p e o p l e  d r e s s  h e l p s  t h e  r o u t e  t o  c h a n g e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s

e v e r y  d a y .  

G r a v e y a r d s  a r e ,  h u m o r o u s l y ,  f u l l  o f  p e o p l e ,  d e s p i t e
n o b o d y  b e i n g  t h e r e .



F O G G Y
S T R E E T

N O .  2

9

F O G G Y
S T R E E T

N O .  1

W h e n  w a l k i n g  d o w n  a  f o g g y  s t r e e t ,  I s  i t  i r r a t i o n a l  t o
f e a r  t h e  s i l h o u e t t e  o f  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  c o m i n g  y o u r
w a y ?  I  w o u l d  a r g u e  t h e  o d d s  o f  p e o p l e  b e i n g  k i n d ,

w e l l - m e a n i n g  s t r a n g e r s  r e m a i n s  t h e  s a m e  n o  m a t t e r
t h e  w e a t h e r ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e
i n a b i l i t y  t o  i d e n t i f y  a  p e r s o n  t h a t  m a k e s  t h e m

i n h e r e n t l y  m e n a c i n g .
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N O .  1

I f  y o u  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  t o  t h i s  a r e a  b e f o r e ,  I  w o u l d n ’ t
b l a m e  y o u  f o r  t h i n k i n g  t h e s e  t w o  p i c t u r e s  w e r e  t a k e n

f a r  a p a r t  f r o m  e a c h  o t h e r .  I n  a c t u a l i t y ,  i t ’ s  a b o u t  a
f i v e  m i n u t e  w a l k  f r o m  o n e  s i t e  t o  t h e  o t h e r .
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N o t  t o o  d i s s i m i l a r ,  t h e s e  t w o  p h o t o s  w e r e  a l s o  t a k e n
n e a r  e a c h  o t h e r ,  j u s t  a  f e w  m i l e s  a p a r t .  Y o u  w o u l d
n e v e r  k n o w  i t  j u s t  b y  l o o k i n g ,  b u t  t h e  s m a l l  t o w n

w h e r e  t h e s e  w e r e  s h o t  i s  a  f a n t a s t i c  p l a c e  t o  v i s i t ,
b e c a u s e  i t  i s  s o  u n t o u c h e d  b y  c i t y  c u l t u r e .  I  w i s h  I

c o u l d  g o  b a c k  t h e r e  m o r e  o f t e n  t o  w a n d e r  a r o u n d  w i t h
a  s k e t c h b o o k  a n d  e n j o y  t h e  s c e n e r y .
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H o t e l  r o o m s  a r e  t h e  k i n d  o f  p l a c e  y o u  d o n ’ t  w a n t  t o
m e e t  p e o p l e .  I  d o n ’ t  t h i n k  a n y o n e  t u r n s  t h e  d o o r k n o b

t o  e n t e r  t h e i r  r o o m  a n d  t h i n k s  “ w o w !  I  w o n d e r  w h o  I ’ l l
m e e t  i n  t h e r e ! ”  A d d i n g  a  f i g u r e  t o  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  f e l t

t h e  m o s t  u n c a n n y  o u t  o f  a l l  t h e  i m a g e s  b y  f a r .
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S i m i l a r  t o  a  h o t e l  r o o m ,  a  b r i d g e  d e s i g n e d  f o r  c a r s
f e e l s  s i m i l a r l y  d e t a c h e d  f r o m  p e o p l e  w a l k i n g  b y .

G r a n t e d ,  t h i s  b r i d g e  h a s  b e e n  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  a
p l e a s a n t  p a t h  t o  w a l k  w i t h  a  f r i e n d .  Y e t  l o o k i n g  o v e r
t h e  e d g e ,  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  a n  e l e m e n t  o f  w o n d e r  i n  b e i n g

s u s p e n d e d  s o  h i g h  a b o v e  t h e  w a t e r  b y  h u m a n
e n g i n e e r i n g .
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D e s p i t e  b e i n g  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s  b o o k ,  t h e s e  h a n d s
w e r e  a c t u a l l y  t h e  f i r s t  p i c t u r e s  I  m a d e  a s  p a r t  o f  t h i s

p r o j e c t .  T h e y  w e r e  c r e a t e d  e v e n  b e f o r e  I  l e a r n e d  t o
u s e  m i n i a t u r e  o f  h e a d - t o - t o e  s i l h o u e t t e s .  I  s u p p o s e  i t
c o u l d  b e  s e e n  a s  f i t t i n g ,  t h a t  t h e s e  e m p t y  s p a c e s  a r e
w h a t  w a s  h e r e  b e f o r e  t h e  p e o p l e  s h o w e d  u p ,  a n d  w i l l
m i r a c u l o u s l y  r e a p p e a r  a s  s o o n  a s  w e  a r e  g o n e .  L o n g

l i v e  e m p t y  s p a c e s !



Thank You!
The first and biggest thank you I have is to John
Banasiak, who believed a freshman could do
the impossible and put together this book. If I’m
being honest with myself I would not have stood
a chance without his guidance. I’d also like to
thank my friends, family, and roommate, for
putting up with my wild trips to go take photos.
Your company made these photoshoots
infinitely more enjoyable. I also owe a big
thank you to Lindsay Perry and the amazing
people working to make Ideafest a fun and
educational event for the Vermillion
community. My work and that of my peers may
not have found an audience without you! And
finally I would like to extend a MASSIVE
thank you to Mecia Graham, who not only
accepted my request to order dozens of tiny
human figures in stride, but also worked to keep
the finances of this project organized and in an
acceptable state. Without her I genuinely do not
think this project would have gotten off the
ground, let alone mature into its current state. 

Much love,
Anissa Pietzyk
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About the Artist
Hello, my name is Anissa Pietzyk! I am a
freshman here at the University of South
Dakota, and can not tell you how grateful
I am to show my art here at Ideafest! I
have been heavily involved in the visual
arts all through high school as well as in
my relatively short time here at USD.
Currently I am working as the Vice
President of USD’s Student Art Alliance to
help bring creativity to Vermillion while I
hone my own artistic skills and complete
my fine arts degree. If I’m not working
around the clock in the studio, you can
usually wandering around Vermillion with
a camera around my neck and a
sketchbook in my hand.


